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TO OUR PATRONS. 


In closing another volume of the Metropolitan, both duty and custom 
demand of us a few prefatory remarks. We have so frequently, on 
similar occasions, alluded to the laudable purposes for which the Maga- 
zine was undertaken, and pointed out the many benefits which a work of 
the kind, if properly sustained, is calculated to confer on the Catholic 
community, that we deem it unnecessary again to recur to these topics. 

For six years the Metropolitan has pursued unobtrusively its career 
of usefulness in the field of Catholic literature. In our connection 
with it, we have aimed chiefly at rendering it a work of utility rather 
than one of mere pleasure—a work containing not only entertainment 
for the passing hour, but information which, in after years, may be 
recurred to with pleasure and profit. Though essentially Catholic, it 
has not been exclusively religious. By reference to the contents of the 
present andthe previous volumes, it will be seen that almost every 
department of literature has been brought within the range of its 
pages. And if it has not attained that extensive patronage which is 
claimed by other similar magazines, it is because the scope of the work, 
as a religious periodical, would not permit the indiscriminate introduc- 
tion of that dangerous class ‘of light literature which constitute the chief 
staple in its more favored cotemporaries, and lend to them all their 
popularity. The course of the Metropolitan, however, has merited the 
confidence and gained the general approbation of the Catholic com- 
munity. 

We have passed, in connection with the work, many agreeable hours— 
hours to which, in after life, we can recur with feelings of pleasure. 
Impaired health, however, and a desire to devote ourselves more assidu- 
ously to professional duties, oblige us to withdraw from its editorial 
labors. To the friends and patrons of the work, to contributors, to all 
who have aided us in our labors, we tender our grateful thanks. To 
the conductors of the press, in a special manner, we return our warmest 
acknowledgments for the courtesy and uniform kindness which they 


have always manifested towards us. THE EDITOR. 
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